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B   R   A   S    I    L
THE FUSION ARTS EXCHANGE PROGRAM ON 
MUSIC COMPOSITION AND PERFORMANCE – 2009
PROGRAM INFORMATION 

1. SUMMARY
The Fusion Arts Exchange on Music Composition and Performance for outstanding undergraduate musician-composers from Brazil, India, Ireland, Mali, and South Africa will take place at the Northeastern University in Boston, Massachusetts, from July 5th to August 15th. 

2. PROGRAM BACKGROUND
The Fusion Arts Exchange program was announced at UNESCO’s Paris headquarters in October 2006 to promote the use of the arts to create common understanding that transcends language and borders and it is its third edition.
The Fusion Arts Exchange Program on Music Composition and Performance will provide a multinational group of approximately 20 experienced and highly-motivated undergraduates with an intensive, collaborative course on music composition and performance. The core of the program will consist of opportunities for individual and collaborative music composition, individual musical coaching, instrument-specific instruction, group lessons, and individual and group performance opportunities. Participants will have access to the highest quality music study and performance facilities at the host institution, and the latest developments in music recording and production will be addressed. A key component of the program will be an introductory course exploring American history, values and culture through the lens of American music, as well as from a broader social perspective, which will be integrated into the curriculum for its entirety and provide a framework for the exchange experience. Participants will learn from leading music academics and professionals about careers and current and potential economic development opportunities related to music in the participants' home countries. They will be given ample opportunity to develop on-going collaborations with their fellow participants.

3. ESSENTIAL PROGRAM INFORMATION 

The program will cover the following participant costs: domestic travel and ground transportation, book, cultural, mailing and incidental allowances, housing and subsistence. 

Housing and Meal Arrangements: Housing will typically be in college or university owned housing.  Participants may be expected to share a room and bathroom with another student of the same gender. Most meals will be provided at campus facilities, though participants may have access to a kitchen to cook some meals on their own. Care will be taken to ensure that any special requirements regarding diet, daily worship, housing and medical care are satisfied.

Health Benefits: All participants will receive health coverage of $50,000 with a $25 deductible for the duration of the program.  Pre-existing conditions are not covered.

4.  PROGRAM DESIGN

The program is designed around two key components: an academic residency, conducted at the host institution, running approximately four to five weeks; and an educational study tour to one or two distinct regions of the United States, running approximately nine days (including 2-3 days in Washington, D.C.), designed to directly complement and reinforce the concepts explored in the academic residency program.

These components will be organized through an integrated series of individual and group training workshops, lectures, readings, seminar discussions, public presentation opportunities, and regional travel and site visits. Each program will also include some opportunity for limited but well-directed independent research. Every effort will be made to encourage active student participation in the educational process.

In addition to the fifteen international participants selected, five American undergraduate students will be competitively selected by the host institution to be participants in the program. These American participants will participate in all aspects of the Fusion Arts Exchange, living and working collaboratively with their international peers.

5. CANDIDATE QUALIFICATIONS:

Candidates for the Program should meet the following criteria:

· Candidates must have a good knowledge of English so that they can be an active participant in the academic program.  Host institutions will take into account that the level of comprehension and speaking ability of students may vary; however, lectures and discussions will be rigorous and meet the highest academic standards.

· They are 18 to 22 years of age as of June 1, 2009;

· They are undergraduate students from colleges, universities, and other institutions of higher education;

· They are committed to returning to their home country immediately following the completion of their program;

· They demonstrate strong potential in their field of study that can be used in their university and community activities;

· They indicate a serious interest in learning about the United States;

· They have a sustained high level of academic achievement, as indicated by academic grades, awards, and teacher recommendations;

· They have little study or travel experience in the United States or elsewhere outside of their home country;

· They are mature, responsible, independent, confident, open-minded, tolerant, thoughtful and inquisitive;

· They are willing and able to fully participate in an intensive academic program and active educational travel program;

· They show enthusiasm for cross-cultural exchange and educating Americans about the cultures and societies of their home countries; and,

· They are comfortable with campus life, sharing living accommodations while traveling with a multinational group of participants, and making adjustments to cultural and social practices different from those of their home countries.

The candidate must also present the minimum score of an official English test as follows:

· TELP (Test of English Language Proficiency) with a minimum score of 109 points. This test was developed for exchange programs sponsored by the U.S. State Department and in Brazil it can be taken at one of the educational advising offices in the country. For the complete offices list, please visit www.fulbright.org.br/estude2.html. 

· TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language). This test must be valid (taken after August 2007) and have a minimum score of 70 (Internet Based Test – IBT) or 213 (Computer Based Test – CBT).  
6. ADDITIONAL PROGRAM INFORMATION AND RESTRICTIONS:
· Participants are expected to participate fully in the academic program, attend all lectures and organized activities, and complete assigned readings.

· Participants must be aware that the program is very intensive and that there will be little time for personal pursuits unrelated to the program, field of study. 

· Under no circumstances are participants allowed to arrive in the U.S. prior to the start date of the program or remain in the U.S. after its end date.  

· Similarly, participants will not be allowed to leave the program to visit relatives or friends while in the U.S.
· Violations of host institution rules or local, state or federal laws can be grounds for immediate dismissal from the program. 
7.  SUBMISSION METHOD AND DEADLINE
Candidates are requested to submit complete application and materials EXCLUSIVELY by e-mail NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 15, 2009, to fax@fulbright.org.br. Any questions should also be addressed to fax@fulbright.org.br.
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 B   R   A   S    I    L
THE FUSION ARTS EXCHANGE PROGRAM ON 
MUSIC COMPOSITION AND PERFORMANCE - 2009 

APPLICATION FORM

Please answer the questions below.  It is essential that the information provided is accurate.   Applications must include two recommendation letters, academic transcripts, enrollment statement from the Brazilian university and test of proficiency in English.
A. Last (family) name as it appears on passport;

B. First name(s) as it appears on passport;

C. Middle name(s) as it appears on passport;

D. Date of birth (please spell out month/day/year);

E. City of birth;

F. Country of birth;

G. Country of residence;

H. Country of citizenship;

I. Gender;

J. Candidate’s full address (include apartment number, street, city, state, and postal zone);

K. Primary telephone number (home/mobile/work/etc);

L. Current email address (if applicable);

M. Medical, physical, dietary or other personal considerations. Candidate should state if he/she has any existing medical conditions or it currently taking any prescription medication. (This will not affect selection, but will enable the host institution to make any necessary accommodations)

N. Name of candidate’s college or university;

O. Candidate’s accomplishments relating to their field of study;

P. Work experience, including positions and titles, relating to their field of study (if applicable);

Q. Education, academic and professional training. Please include fields of specialization and any degrees earned (if applicable). Please also note any special honors or awards received;

R. Active memberships;

S. Special interests;

T. Extracurricular activities;

U. Previous travel and study or research experience in the United States. Please include dates, duration and indicate whether such travel was supported by U.S. government funds;

V. Future study or career plans;

W. Please justify your participation in the subject program including:

1. The potential impact of your participation in the program 

2. Relevance of the program to your future study or career plans;
X. Personal Statement (no more than one page): This personal statement should be a narrative statement describing how you have achieved your current goals. It should not be a mere listing of facts. It should include information about your education, practical experience, special interests, and career plans. Describe any significant factors that have influenced your educational or professional development. 

SUPPLEMENTARY DOCUMENTS
Supplementary documents to be scanned and attached electronically to the application form:
· Two recommendation letters from candidate’s professors of the undergraduate course; 

· Current undergraduate academic transcripts;

· University statement that candidate is currently enrolled in the undergraduate course in Music;

· Official score of the English test proficiency (TELP or TOEFL) following the orientations below.
The candidate must present the minimum score of an official English test as follows:

· TELP (Test of English Language Proficiency) with a minimum score of 109 points. This test was developed for exchange programs sponsored by the U.S. State Department and in Brazil it can be taken at one of the educational advising offices in the country. For the complete offices list, please visit www.fulbright.org.br/estude2.html. 

· TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language). This test must be valid (taken after August 2007) and have a minimum score of 70 (Internet Based Test – IBT) or 213 (Computer Based Test – CBT).  
SUBMISSION PROCEDURES AND ADDITIONALINFORMATION
Candidates are requested to submit complete application and materials by EXCLUSIVELY e-mail NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 15, 2009, to fax@fulbright.org.br. Any questions should also be addressed to fax@fulbright.org.br.
